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Topics

• KoBSON’s support to OA publishing in Serbia

• Collaboration and support to the journal’s 
publishers and editorials

• KoBSON’s engagement with the DIAMAS 
project



Collaboration with scientific 
journals/editorials

• 2004 – National Library of Serbia 
(NLS) established Digital Repository

• 2005 - Establishment of doiSerbia
repository

• 2010 – doiSerbia established 
collaboration with DOAJ

When and how everything started?



Digital Repository of NLS

• Established in 2004 as a 
service of the Ministry 
responsible for science for 
depositing electronic 
copies of Serbian 
scientific journals

• in purpose of the Project 
of Journal categorization 
conducted by the ministry

• not regular repository – it 
is an evidence of 
deposited material 

• 1000+ journals deposits 
material

• 400+ are categorized as 
scientific from the Ministry
(mostly Diamond OA)



doiSerbia

OA Repository of Serbian 
Scientific Journals

20th anniversary

Established in 2005 
financially  supported by 
EIFL, later by the Serbian 
ministry responsible for 
science

66 journals – 56 active

Full texts coverage -2002
- current

https://eifl.net/


Why the National Library 
of Serbia?

(global and local perspectives)

Big publishers of 
scientific 

information

Assign doi

Maintain a system
– programming 

support

Finance doi

In the world



Why the National Library 
of Serbia?

(global and local perspectives)

Editorial boards Associations, institutes, faculties -
volunteer work

Locally

National Library of Serbia
Assigns doi

Maintains a system –
programming support

The Ministry of Science
Chooses journals

Finances doi



Rights and obligations

The Ministry 
of Science

National
Library of 

Serbia

Publishers

Ministry of Science, Technological Development and 
Innovation: 

- determines the list of journals
- finances 
- enlists National Library of Serbia

National Library of Serbia: 
- conducts the DOI system (we implemented an in-house 

platform for hosting selected journals (providing landing 
pages for DOIs))

- creates and maintains a digital archive
- assigns DOI numbers
- forms metadata
- uploads XML files to CrossRef (the “online first” articles, 

retractions and corrections)
- collaborates with the publishers
- governs copyright (publishing agreement)
- provides permanent access
- tracks the number of accesses
- improves the system 

Publishers: 
- The supported journals must adopt OA



Later… several new platforms
• CEON/CEES (Center for Evaluation in Education and Science)

(SCIndeks - Serbian Citation Index)
• University of Belgrade - Faculty of Philology (doiFil) 
• University Library of Kragujevac (DOI UBKG) 
• Few other providers (scientific institutes)
• Individual journals 
In 2024  Serbia had more than 300 journals assign DOIs to their 
articles (Journals subsidised by the government are requered 
(recommended) to assign DOIs to their articles and to support/adopt
Diamond OA)
• 2005 – 5 journals
• 2025 – 300+journals

https://scindeks.ceon.rs/default.aspx?lang=en
http://doi.fil.bg.ac.rs/
https://doi.ub.kg.ac.rs/


Improving visibility - doiSerbia in:



DOAJ -

• 33 journals from doiSerbia repository are indexed in DOAJ by 
handling communication and metadata delivery

• We started with applications in 2010, in 2015 reevaluation 
process with new, more strict evaluation criteria – related to 
the journals websites, instructions to the authors, publishing 
policies, CC licenses etc. 

• Again, EIFL supported OA publishing in Serbia through the 
project Revisiting Open Access (OA) Journal Policies and 
Practices in Serbia which had a major impact on improvement 
of the Serbian journals and scientific publishing. (March 
2016/January 2017)

http://www.eifl.net/news/revisiting-open-access-journal-policies-and-practices-serbia


Revisiting OA Journal Policies and Practices in 
Serbia (2016/2017) – in action

The project was implemented by the Serbian Library Consortium for Coordinated Acquisition –
KoBSON between 22 March 2016 and 22 January2017 leading by the EIFL OA Programe 
Country Coordinator Milica Ševkušić

„The purpose of the project was to: 
- offer a solution to the problem of undefined editorial policies, identified during the
reapplication process in Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), by devising a policy
template 
- to raise the awareness of Open Access (especially its technical aspects and electronic
publishing), and
- help improve editorial and publishing procedures through education“1

We have started with the survey which covered more than 230 OA journals (report) and provided:
- trainings and workshops (policies, journal websites, OJS)
- helpdesk consultations (in-person and via email)
- Website with resources for editors and publishers (in Serbian)
- Journal policy templates (Serbian and English)
- Support to journals (re)applying for indexing in DOAJ2

1. Ševkušić, M., Janković, Z., & Kužet, A. (2017). Open Access Journals in Serbia: Policies and Practices. National Library of 
Serbia. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.801673

2. https://www.eifl.net/eifl-in-action/open-access-publishing-serbia

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.801673
http://repozitorijum.nb.rs/kutakzaurednike.aspx?upustvo=5
http://repozitorijum.nb.rs/kutakzaurednike.aspx?upustvo=5#Mustre%20dokumenata
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.801673
https://www.eifl.net/eifl-in-action/open-access-publishing-serbia


A lots of online 
resources, 
available on a 
website

2010 – 33 journals
2025 – 200+ journals



Revisiting OA Journal Policies and Practices in 
Serbia (2016/2017) – goals and achievements

• Defining and developing journal publishing policies
• Improvement of journal websites and setting up OJS
• Improved peer review and editorial process
• Improved awareness of DOAJ and provided support for 

applying for indexing 
• The policy templates have been continuously updated (AI 

statement etc.)
• Created resources are still used
• KoBSON continued to respond to requests for support and 

training from open access journal publishers and editors
• Excellent networking between journal editorials, KoBSON and 

EIFL 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A comprehensive study into 236 Serbian open access journals, analysing their profiles, publication ethics, open access policies and practices, editorial processes and visibility in international journal databases. Developing policy templates and good practice recommendations for Serbian open access publishers. The templates cover editorial processes and publication ethics, open access policy, copyright and licensing. Developing training materials for journal editors open access publishing, optimizing open access journals websites and setting up OJS.Organizing workshops on developing and improving editorial practices, journal websites and use of the open access journal publishing software, Open Journals System (OJS).Helpdesk consultations, including face-to-face meetings and email exchanges.



NEW SYNERGIES



KoBSON’s engagement with the 
DIAMAS project

 Institutional Open Access Publishing Survey (2023)  
 Promotion of the Standard for Institutional Scientific Publishing in Open Access 

developed within the DIAMAS project (2023) 
 Webinars for editors and publishers of open access scientific journals -

promoting the results of the survey on institutional scientific publishing (2024) 
 Open Access Week 2024 DIAMAS webinar "Strength through cooperation in 

publishing Diamond OA" (2024) 
 Everything you need to know about Diamond Open Access in one place (2025) 
 Invitation to participate in the DIAMAS conference "The Future of Diamond OA 

Publishing in Europe and Beyond" (2025) 
 Regional webinars for editors and publishers of Open Access scientific journals 

(during 2024, continuing in 2025) 
 DIAMAS - DIAMAS Conversation Series (during 2024, continuing in 2025)
 Poster at the final DIAMAS conference "The Future of Diamond OA Publishing in 

Europe and Beyond" (2025) 



Endorsement for Diamond OA in the 
national Open Science Platform 2.0 (2024)

The Ministry primarily supports Diamond Open Access and
recommends that when selecting a publication venue priority be
given to open access journals, monographs, and proceedings that
do not charge any publication fees.

The Ministry stipulates that publishers of scholarly journals
subsidized from the public budget of the Republic of Serbia shall
align their publishing policies and practices with the principles of
Diamond Open Access, i.e. they must charge neither subscription
fees to access content, nor fees to publish in open access, and the
content must be published under a Creative Commons license
(preferably CC BY).



Establishing the National Diamond 
OA Capacity Centre in Serbia

The initiative is led by KoBSON (Consortium of Serbian Libraries for
Coordinated Acquisition), with support from EIFL (Electronic Information
for Libraries).
It builds upon the previous work done by KoBSON
It involves collaboration with both formal and informal institutional
publishing support centers across the country.
The support of the ministry responsible for science is expected.
Main goals of the initiative:
• consolidate existing capacities
• provide coordinated and continuous support to publishers
• improve professional standards, visibility, and sustainability of open 

access scholarly journals
• strengthen national and international collaboration

Special focus will be placed on connecting with similar centers abroad and
networking with the European Diamond Capacity Hub.



https://open.ac.rs/index.php/izdavastvo/centar

https://open.ac.rs/index.php/izdavastvo/centar


Using DOAS
DOAS brochure and the DOAS Guide for journals have
been translated and published on the National Open
Science Portal to make it easier for local publishers and
editors to understand and adopt best practice.



Integrating DOAS into journal 
policies templates

• Defining good editorial policies is a challenge for most non-commercial 
publishers.

• To address this, KoBSON, within the project Revisiting Open Access Journal 
Policies and Practices in Serbia (supported by EIFL), developed ready-made 
policy templates as a structured framework that open access journals can 
easily adapt.

• Templates are available in Serbian and English, for both Diamond Open Access 
journals and those charging Article Processing Charges (APCs).

• After the project ended, EIFL continued to update the templates to align them 
with new standards and best practices.

• These templates are generic (not discipline-specific) and meant to serve as 
guidelines - each journal should adapt them based on the best practices in its 
field.

• The template for Diamond OA journals is now aligned with DOAS - By 
adopting and updating policies journals will also adopt DOAS. 



Politike časopisa

Časopisi u dijamantskom otvorenom pristupu

Dokument na srpskom (ćirilica)

Dokument na srpskom (latinica)

Dokument na engleskom

Časopis naplaćuje troškove objavljivanja

Dokument na srpskom (ćirilica)

Dokument na srpskom (latinica)

Dokument na engleskom

Izjave o autorstvu, sukobu
interesa i licenci

Izjave - srpski (ćirilica)

Izjave - srpski (latinica)

Izjave - engleski

https://open.ac.rs/index.php/politike-casopisa

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmh_hgJ-nyax3pVlVI4Bc0g_y5O0UOnS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LGhKWAosjnTosBkjnj1u6OuXeK6kJ8zd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CQsJ3jGKnzZzNAqtjm0EK7KAH79dEPZz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CQsJ3jGKnzZzNAqtjm0EK7KAH79dEPZz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CQsJ3jGKnzZzNAqtjm0EK7KAH79dEPZz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8FY1TVPVKV5bPl0JWvRnGywGY0atbnz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgBYutnLe87hh3Upfdf1Tkj3QEzmJg3h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eCQfNPcHpbcBkm1TgjQLuQpwQSoBgl_z/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eCQfNPcHpbcBkm1TgjQLuQpwQSoBgl_z/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eCQfNPcHpbcBkm1TgjQLuQpwQSoBgl_z/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PNHc5Rkh1QUpjeVk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PNHc5Rkh1QUpjeVk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PNHc5Rkh1QUpjeVk/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_ifLinldr_-qb09mApU5DWGI-xrN4UtV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_ifLinldr_-qb09mApU5DWGI-xrN4UtV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_ifLinldr_-qb09mApU5DWGI-xrN4UtV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108431722045417078808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PZldVanNhZXVQVVk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PZldVanNhZXVQVVk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-oQ1Ox_nf7PZldVanNhZXVQVVk/view
https://open.ac.rs/index.php/politike-casopisa


• Engage Serbian universities and other organizations managing 
institutional OA journal publishing platforms around DOAS (e.g. 
analyze their practices against DOAS requirements, identify gaps, 
plan improvements, etc.) 

• Identify areas where additional implementation guidelines are 
needed 

• Engage the community in adjusting and creating resources to 
support the implementation of DOAS

• Advocate for the integration of DOAS elements into national 
frameworks for funding and evaluating journals

DOAS and the community



Plans for the future

• Strengthening collaboration among publishers at 
the national level

• Organizing webinars and in-person workshops
• Creating online resources for Diamond OA 

publishers
• Promoting resources created by DIAMAS and 

similar projects among local editors and publishers
• Coordinating translation and adaptation of useful 

resources
• Engaging with the European Diamond Capacity Hub



URL: www.kobson.nb.rs
E-mail: kobson@nb.rs

Thank you for your attention
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